My Ideal Environmental City

Takahisa Tomita
　Not only you but also I will have never forgotten about the big disaster that occurred on March 11th. When the big earthquake happened, I was in Tokyo and I didn’t feel the situation was so bad although it was big in scale. But the situation was far more serious than I had thought. The big earthquake as well as Tsunami destroyed quite a large area of Tohoku. In addition, the problems of nuclear power plants are making the recovery very tough and difficult. We should rethink and may need to change our lifestyle. Looking back on the history of Japan, people’s lifestyle has changed so many times. For example, after the World War II, many people began to use electric household appliances such as refrigerator and washing machine. Today, I would like to　speak about my ideal ecological city.

  First of all, let me tell you about the problems of our modern lifestyle. We use too much energy with very high speed so that ecosystem cannot catch up with its speed. For instance, we generate too much electronic power, use too much natural resources such as oil and coke, and cut down too many trees far beyond natural power of recovery. That is, we accelerate global warming. The global warming causes a rise in sea level and temperature, and it destroys the ecosystem. Some countries such as Tuvalu, suffer from sea level rise.
Let me pick up two important points in order to build my ideal environmental city. First, we produce electronic power with natural resources such as sunlight and wind. We should depend more on solar power. Today, we depend much on nuclear power and fossil fuels such as oil and coke. But in the thermal power generation, we burn much fossil fuel and emit so much CO2 which causes global warming. In addition, many people are afraid of nuclear power plants after the accident of Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant No.1. The accidents prevent us from recovery. Some people protest against nuclear power. We are facing a problem of electronic power shortage due to the accidents. According to SHARP Corporation, setting up solar panels not only reduces emission of CO2 but also saves the charge of using electricity. Furthermore, we can trade the surplus electricity. In my opinion, we should make a rule that we have to set up solar panels on all the buildings’ roofs. And we should be willing to build wind turbines in the sea to expect much wind there so that we could produce much more electric power. That’s how we not only save the environment, but also solve the problem of electricity shortage.
Second, we should increase the number of hybrid cars. Today, cars have an important role in our lifestyle. Most of us, however, couldn’t lead a life without cars. But they emit too much CO2, which is even promoting the global warming. To make my ideal city into a reality, the government should encourage people to use hybrid cars. Hybrid cars run on gasoline and electricity with advanced technology, thus emitting less exhaust gases or CO2 as you are well aware.
But these ideas have a serious problem that it costs too much. For example, when a family tries to set solar panels on their roof, it costs them about two million yen on average. And a hybrid car is far more expensive than conventional cars. If it costs much to make the environmental city happen, many people and companies would hesitate to set up solar panels and buy hybrid cars. In conclusion, the government should take a policy that supports to realize new technical exploration so that people can use eco products at low prices. Engineers are in need of developing further technologies.

Thank you very much.
What are ‘human beings’? 
                     Yuki Aiba

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.　I am very pleased with the opportunity to make this speech today.

When speaking of the definition of human beings, what would come to your mind? This topic sounds a little difficult. But it is worth thinking. I’d like to quote some great persons who referred to human beings.
In about 400 B.C., Aristotle said, ”Man is by nature a political animal.’’, which means people cannot live without connecting with others in their society.

Also, in the 17th century, John Locke regarded persons as animals with his reasons. He insisted that the only animal that can discern right from wrong is human beings. Later, in the 19th century, Karl Marx argued that the sensible animal has the freedom of working. While working, they build a strong relationship with their companions.
Surely as time goes by, the definitions of human beings may be changed. But they all have a common thought. That is the concept a person needs to make a relationship with others such as friends, seniors, and family members. I think it is true. Consciously or unconsciously, we live influenced by different opinions, thoughts, attitudes and movements and we can never ignore them.  For instance, when we choose our clothes, we tend to care what others think about us looking at our fashion. Thus, we cannot live without being conscious about others.

Today, making as many friends as possible is important in order to spend our lives, and we tend to think that isolation from others is not advisable. For example, according to the Asahi Shimbun newspaper, some students have lunch in a restroom because they don’t want to be seen when they are alone and don’t want to be taken that they have no friends. This is just one extreme example.

It’s true that having connection with other people is an essential part of being a human. But if we had no time to be alone, what is going to happen to us? I suppose staying with others all the time is much stressful for us and we will be collapsed since we need to take a rest for ourselves. Isolation in itself has a merit that we can do whatever we like as long as it doesn’t annoy others. Nobody will bother us when we are doing something. Epicurrus, an old Greek philosopher, would say, ”In order to protect your mind and keep your happiness, you should sometimes hide from your society.’’ Good relationships with others as I said, however, also play an important role for our lives and without them, we couldn’t live.

Finally, I’d like to define the concept of human beings of today as my conclusion as follows: “Every human being needs not only to coexist with others but also to have time to be alone.’’ Without connection with your companions, teachers, family, seniors and juniors, we could not maintain good lives. In addition to that, we should have time to stay alone for taking care of our mentalities.

Thank you very much for listening.
Nature and New Cultures
      Tsunenori Suzuki

Do you like the town you live in? My answer is “yes”. I live in Nerima, and today I’d like to tell you something about Nerima. I made a speech at the freshmen speech contest in June and I spoke about my town, then. This time, I’d like to give you more information than the last speech. Perhaps, some people know its name, Nerima, but may not have specific knowledge about it. If you don’t know well, why don’t you learn about it today?

Nerima is one of the Tokyo’s 23 wards and located in the northwest. It has three good points. Firstly, it is famous for agriculture. It has 342 hectares of farmland and is the largest in Tokyo’s 23 wards. Have you ever heard the name of “Nerima Daikon”? Daikon is Japanese radish and Nerima Daikon is one of the varieties of it born in Nerima. This Daikon has spicy and good taste, but nowadays, few people produce Nerima Daikon because it requires hard work to raise it. The main product of Nerima is another vegetable, Cabbage. Forty percent of cabbage from Tokyo is produced in Nerima. There are many vegetable farms near my house and I can buy good vegetables at low prices.

The second point is animations. The first length animation film in Japan was born in Nerima. Do you know “ASTRO BOY”, “GALAXY EXPRESS 999” and “ONE PIECE”? All of these animations were produced by a famous animation company in Nerima. These days, animations have become one of the most remarkable economic resources of Nerima because a lot of animation fans visit the town. For instance, if you arrive at Oizumigakuen, the nearest station to my house, you can see a statue of “Shashou-san”. It is a character in the “GALAXY EXRESS 999” and many people visit this station to see him.

The third point is Shakujii Park. Can you see beautiful wild birds near your house? Although this park is located in Tokyo, you can see various birds and trees. Sometimes, I take my dog out for a walk there and I always see people taking pictures of birds that you can't usually see elsewhere in Tokyo. For example, swans. Swans need a long distance for landing and as this park has a long shaped pond, they use this park to land when winter comes.

Those are three good points about Nerima. But it also has some problems to solve. For instance, measures against disasters are a serious problem. Nerima is a place with a number of residences, and there are many areas filled with wooden houses. Those areas are easy to get burnt. Some people say if an earthquake as big as the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 attacks Nerima, about 60% of its land will be burnt and more than 300 thousand people become disaster victims. In order to avoid such a disaster, Nerima prepares special areas for their refuge and organizes local groups for smooth evacuating.

Nerima has some problems, but at the same time it has good points and that’s why I like it. In my thought, Nerima is a place where both beautiful nature and new cultures live together. Have I changed your impression of Nerima? If you happen to hear the name of Nerima next time, please kindly remember this speech.

Let’s be proud of being Japanese!

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　        Mai Miyazaki

Good　afternoon, ladies and gentlemen! I’m going to speak about two important topics today. As a matter of fact, I have many topics to think over with all of you, but I’ve decided to pick up the topic of Japanese recovery or reconstruction from natural disasters. Especially, I would like to focus on “the character of Japanese people” and “their way of thinking about donation and volunteering”.

It was on the 11th, March, 2011 that a huge earthquake hit us. On that day I stayed home with my family. Suddenly, I felt the ground shaking up and down violently. We were very scared and we could do nothing about it. Fortunately my family and my house weren’t damaged at all, but at that moment no one knew a very huge Tsunami was about to attack us 45 minutes just after the earthquake.
The Wall Street Journal reported as follows, “In a terrible disorder caused by a historically huge earthquake, Japanese people are never upset. They just stay calm and put in order all the relief goods given from the world. They are highly appreciated because of their presence of mind. No riots, no plunders break out there. They are patiently waiting in a line to receive relief materials without complaining.”
My friends! Please recall the past disasters of the world; big hurricane, Katrina attacking New Orleans, Haiti earthquake, Chile earthquake and many others. To our deep sorrow, I realized on a TV news program there were man-made disasters, of riots and plunders. In such an emergency, people lost their presence of mind and they got into a panic. I am amazed to know what is important to foreigners is totally different from what is important to us Japanese. We Japanese have been taught we should stay calm and cool whatever may happen. After experiencing the terrible disaster, I am proud of being Japanese, who can get over any difficulties.

A reason why Japanese people give much impression all over the world and why they can receive a large amount of relief goods seems that they remain calm in the face of such terrible disasters. A Japanese film star, Ken Watanabe set up an organization called “United for Japan”. By Mr. Watanabe’s latest efforts, familiar faces were put together on the screen designed to focus on support. Big stars like Leonardo DiCaprio and Cameron Diaz hold up handwritten messages of encouragement. It says, “We support you Japan. My heart is with your heart.” What can I do for the victims after watching this video? I made up my mind to do what I can. For example, to save electricity, to buy goods produced in Tohoku, and to pray for Japan.

When I was 18, I studied in Brisbane, Australia, for about one year. I felt excited about what was different from Japan. Australian people are bigger and Australian hamburger is bigger, too. One day at Ann Street where I often walked through, I saw a boy donate one dollar coin without hesitation. His mother told him, ”Good boy!” tenderly patting him on the head. Donation and volunteering are naturally regarded as a part of discipline in Australia. I feel these charity activities are not enough in Japan yet. Have you ever seen Japanese people walking through boys and girls asking for donation? I think it essential for us Japanese to take donation and volunteering as a part of education at school or discipline at home. I believe it can lead us to a global standard. What do you think?

I thank you.
What has embarrassed me recently                                      

Hiroki Hatano
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen,

 In this summer, “saving electricity” was the　key phrase, because if we didn’t do that, a large scale power failure might have happened due to the nuclear power plant accident. We had to avoid it because it will have a lot of bad effects on many aspects in Japan or even throughout the world.

Naturally, most people did what they could. Many people turned off their room lights, and used fans and Uchiwas instead of air conditioners.　I was not an exception and that’s why I couldn’t sleep well each night in this summer. In addition, some people replaced their room lights with LED, and some people tried what we call ‘cool biz style’. Some companies extended holidays than usual, and even the railway companies like JR reduced the frequency of train services. Various tries were practiced in order to “save　electricity”.
However, there was one try that confused me and embarrassed me or possibly everyone. Surprisingly, the government turned off the traffic signals and street lights! Even after getting dark, those were kept off, and every street except those in the tunnels remained dark. That was very dangerous particularly in my case, because I have a disease in my eyes, and the darker it gets, the less I can see. So, in this year once it became dark, I couldn’t see the stairs, signboards, utility poles, or even people and buildings when I walked through a dark street. In fact, some bicycles without using the lights have bumped into me in a dark street. It was very, very dangerous. Drivers must also have had troubles driving through such streets. Everyone in Chuo University must have had difficulty going down the stairs at the entrance of building number 8 in the night. Am I right?

I know it is necessary to save electricity for Japan, but can’t we use the minimum necessary lights? Do we have to accept the risk that we may fall down the stairs, we may bump into a bicycle, or we may suffer from much larger accidents? I don’t think so. Basically, it is not effective to turn off the street lights in the night, because we cannot put aside surplus electricity and in the night the demand for electricity is relatively small. We could and should use what we need.

I would like to add the following comment before closing my speech today; I believe we can save electricity with the street lights on. With Japanese high level technologies, products such as LED lights that use less and less electricity than ever could be invented and would be in the market. And we can further reduce our use of home electrical appliances that are not critically required. Necessary electricity should not be restricted.
I hear it will also be necessary to save electricity in the next summer. I sincerely wish I could walk on the streets safely in the night next summer.

Thank you very much for your attention.
Cultivating Yourself

Kin Ritsunei

Before I talk about self cultivation, I want to ask you, why do you go to university? It’s true that many people will say to make friends, have fun, or find a good Job. I think everything you do at university must be correct. To find a good job, however, it is very important for you to cultivate yourself.

What does that mean? Many people may have heard it before, but few people seem to know the real meaning. It is unlike simple study or wide knowledge. It is creative ability and understanding skills.
Is it really important? Most students in university think learning technical skills is very useful, such as accounting, computer programming, and languages. Compared to these skills, it doesn’t seem that self-cultivation has direct relationship to our future.

In fact, we haven’t been skeptical about that. If you want to acquire technical skills, why not go to a technical school? In my opinion, it will be better for you to cultivate yourself than to learn technical skills at university. Do you know the reason why we should cultivate ourselves? As you know more and more new technologies are developed, and are changing all the time. In other words, many things you have learned will not probably be used in the future. We have to try to improve ourselves and learn something more useful for our future. That is the self cultivation. As I said earlier, self-cultivation is about a creative ability and understanding skills. If we know that, we could survive with our creative ability and understanding skills, even if the world is changed one day.

So far, you have seen the importance of self-cultivation. Now, do you know how we can get this knowledge? First, I need to say it is very difficult. It is not just knowledge or technical skills. You need a lot of practices and experiments to master them. But don’t worry about that. That is the reason why we are studying at university.

First of all, university is a good place for us to cultivate ourselves. At university, we have more time to choose what we want to learn, and a lot of professors from different departments. Just talk to them and get knowledge from them. They can help us cultivate ourselves.

Secondly, the most important thing we should do is to read a lot of books. My teacher once recommended me to read some famous books like Shakespeare, because those books represent the best liberal arts of their ages. In order to fully understand, we should not just read, but also think, read again and again and then we will get much knowledge from the books.

Learning English is also very important for self-cultivation. Many people learn English just for studying abroad or working for an international company. I know for a fact that learning English can save our time to get information from all over the world. Much important information is written in English. If you only know your mother tongue, someone else has to translate English into your mother tongue. Otherwise, you can’t get wider information. This is too inefficient.

I know there are many freshmen here. You may be wondering what to do at university. As I said everything you want to do here is correct. But after you listened to my speech, I hope self-cultivation could be a good choice for you to focus on at university. I really wish everyone here will find your own way to self-cultivation.

Finally, please enjoy your school life, and have a good future.

Under the same yellow sky

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Cao Ping
Where were you on May 14th of this year? Might you have been in Beijing, Changchun, Seoul, or West Japan? If you were in one of those areas, no doubt you would have heard the same handkerchief-covered curse being whispered among citizens; “Damn this yellow dust!”
 
Here in Japan we hear of many environmental problems such as water and air pollution, acid rain, coral bleaching, and global warming. Many people think such problems have little to do with themselves and they carry on their lives with an attitude of “business as usual.” Yet, there are many environmental problems which are much related to our everyday lives. Many problems are affecting Japan seriously, one being the yellow dust storms originating in my homeland. Dry weather and seasonal winds in China hurl millions of tons of sand at the Korean peninsula and Japan each spring. The dust, which originates in the Gobi Desert and Inner Mongolian regions of China, picks up heavy metals and carcinogens such as dioxin as it passes over Chinese industrial regions, before hitting the Korean peninsula and Japan.
 
This dust causes all sorts of problems. Prolonged exposure to this dust causes health problems such as eye and respiratory diseases. The dust kills up to 165 citizens per year, and makes as many as 1.8 million ill. The dust cost the countries en route billions of dollars. Flights are cancelled, painting of buildings and ships is stopped, semiconductor producers have to increase filtration of air coming into plants to avoid damage to sensitive chip production and great damage is done to crops and livestock.
 
I will never forget one terrible dust storm I experienced when I was living in northern China. The dust came in and the sky turned yellow. I could not see for more than 3 meters before me and the dust caused me to choke. I had to stay indoors all day until the storm passed. After the storm, everything was covered in a thick film of yellow dust and it took everyone days to clean up the city.
 
But, what is the cause of these yellow dust storms and why are they on the increase? There are three main reasons for the increase. Firstly, China’s policy of opening up new agricultural lands and plowing the grasslands has resulted in serious erosion. Secondly, privatization of plowing the grasslands has resulted in overglazing by sheep and other livestock which has led to desertification. And thirdly, and most serious is global warming and the resulting climate change. Because of the changing weather patterns, less and less rain is falling on the grasslands, causing the lands to dry out and to be picked up by the winds. China is now taking this matter very seriously, but actions to stop desertification of the Inner Mongolian grasslands are still a far cry from satisfactory. Much more needs to be done.
 
So, what should we do to solve this problem? On the individual level, we can try to use less energy in our daily lives. At the national level, Japan should switch from a fossil-fuel-centered-society to a renewable-energy-centered-society by vigorously developing its solar, wind, tidal and biomass generation capacities.
 
There is nothing, absolutely nothing good about these yellow dust storms. The only positive thing about this yellow dust might be that it can remind us of how interconnected we are. We are living under one sky or as the expression goes we are “in the same boat.” Everything we do here eventually has an effect on the environment over there.
 
Here we are, in the same boat, under the same yellow sky, choking. Let’s do something about it before it’s too late.
What impressed me most in my life

Harumi Kishi

Do you have anything that impressed you in your life? Today let me introduce to you what impressed me most in my life.

    It is about my stay in Australia. It was spring in the 3rd year of Junior High School, 3years ago. I went there on a school trip. In Australia, I did a homestay, met with the local junior high school and high school students and went to Moreton Island.
Before getting there, I was not confident of myself and was afraid of communicating with others. I didn’t even want to go to Australia because I didn’t feel easy to stay at someone else’s house and make relationship with the family. But I had no other choice and went to Australia.

When I arrived in Australia, I realized that it is much bigger than Japan. During my stay there, I was surprised that my host family tried hard to understand my broken English. Then, I could physically feel I was accepted by others. In fact, I had been thinking that I might shut myself up in my room and end up with no talking with my host family members.

When I joined together with the local students, I was surprised that there were many races in Australia and people there lived together across the differences in race, culture, and country. I could also be one of them. From this, I learned their tolerance that accepts the differences.

In addition, I went sightseeing in Moreton Island, which has famous sandy beeches and tall sand dunes. I had an occasion to talk with a couple from Thailand. I had never talked with people of Thailand before. And I didn’t know much about Thailand. But, I could talk with them with no problems. Then, I felt that no matter which nationality we may have, we are all the same human beings.

Returning to Japan, I noticed many things through this experience. Let me show you some examples;

First, before I went to Australia, I had been living in a very narrow world. In Japan, there is an atmosphere that we had better act the same way as everyone else to feel comfortable. They tend to be intolerant of people who are unusual or different from the majority and go for discrimination against different beings. I was not confident in myself and that made me feel afraid of communication. But, after this experience, I learned that the world is much bigger than I thought. Then, I became confident in myself that it is quite OK to be different from others.

Second, I could learn if we don’t have prejudice against others and try to understand them we can live together beyond the differences. But at the same time, I also learned it’s difficult for us to do because it is much easier and we could feel more comfortable with the same kind of people. Still yet, we need to live together to broaden our views. If we wish to eliminate the prejudice, we should try to get wider knowledge about things. If we recognize that different views often have different values, we may not have prejudices.

Third, and the biggest point of all; I could notice the warm heart of people in Australia. It made me cheer up and gave me self-confidence. I thought they must have made big efforts to arrive to this warm heart, of course. I wish to be like them in return for their hospitality extended to me.

I lived my high school life based on such experiences. I tried to understand different people and broaden my viewpoint. I also studied very hard to get much knowledge about different things. And, for continuity, I wish to meet a lot of people and get as much knowledge as possible through my university life here. Thank you for listening.

Studied many things from the Christian religion

Shota Watanabe

When I was a high school student, I encountered Christianity for the first time. I didn’t know about it and read the Bible then. At first, I had a prejudice. I took it as a questionable religion. But I studied the Bible once a week and worshipped at my high school’s chapel from Monday to Saturday for three years. After that, I began not to have the prejudice I used to have. It was a good experience for me to understand about Christianity.

I started to learn more about the Christian religion when I entered high school. I learned the following words, “Do for others what you want them to do for you” from the Bible. As a proverb says, “One who is kind to others is sure to be rewarded”. This point of view is important for us to live a daily life. We can contribute to each other. Just for reference, I paid some money for the poor via my high school. Especially, my high school has been contributing to an orphanage in Thailand. The campaign is called “Happy Home”. We wrote some letters in plain English about one of the events of my school. We sent them after the actual event. A few months later, we received some letters in return. One of them said, “Your school’s aid is pretty useful for us to run an orphanage. It contributes to easing children’s cost of living and also helps them go to school.” I felt such activities were good. We were thanked by an orphanage and the children. We contributed and were able to “Do for others”.

Many people go through all sorts of hardships. There are many things in this world that do not work out as you might have hoped. Christians often think hardships are like a divine test. They regard the test is given by God. Examples are; a failure in an entrance examination and personal relationships, and the deaths of your family. There are very unhappy things in our life. Some people can manage them and others can’t. I have a question here. Why can most Christians accept it as a test? I don’t know why they can.

I experienced a little hardship in my high school. When I was doing club activity, I put my bags on the locker. One of them included my wallet. I had my money stolen and another member also had his iPod and money stolen. That was damage for us. We got angry and reported the fact to our teacher. The teacher found out the thieves and scolded them. They were my senior school mates.

But the money and stolen stuff didn’t come back, funny but as always. I was very disappointed. Our high school is attached to the university. Students can enter the university without taking an entrance exam only if they receive the school’s recommendation. One of the thieves received the recommendation and accordingly entered our university. Another thief had to leave school. I can’t understand why there was such a difference between the two. Our school, in fact, didn’t report the case to the police. That’s why they could escape from arrest. In other words, this problem was settled privately without heed to victims’ opinions. I guess my school didn’t want to have bad reputation.

I studied many things from this experience. I had no choice but to think that God gave me a test. It is unpleasant for me to remember this experience. But I could take it in the way I contributed to others.

Learning about Christian religion was a good experience for me to broaden my perspective. It is a great memory for me to have studied about it. “Do for others” is an important idea for me to think about my daily life. I’ll keep being kind to you all in the future. And I’m not going to expect something in return. I need to change the way I treat others from what I used to do.

Thank you very much for listening.
WHAT YOU STAND ON

Yasuyuki Hirata

What do you stand on? If I ask you this question, you might answer, ‘the earth’ or ‘this floor’. You are not wrong. But, I’d like you to know that you also stand on great sacrifices.
To make it easier to understand, let’s take an example of World War II. The president of Auschwitz concentration camp says three million people were killed in the camp. Famous newspaper The Times says, 200,000 American people died during the war. And according to the textbook of sociology for Japanese junior high schools, 60 million people died in total. Those people could have enjoyed their lives much longer, but because of the war, they couldn’t. That’s the “sacrifices” I mentioned in the beginning.
Here in Japan, 2.3 million people died. Among them, there were those who chose to die. One example is KAMIKAZE attackers. KAMIKAZE is a suicide attack conducted by Japanese military at the end of World War II. In this operation, soldiers ran into battleships with aircrafts. They could never come back. So this tactic was designed on the idea of ‘dedicating lives’.

It is a big shock for us to find out that most of KAMIKAZE attackers were the young like us. Toshio Anasawa was one of them. He graduated from CHUO University and joined a KAMIKAZE troop when he was 24 years old.

He had written his will before the day he died. In it, he cared about his family members and his lover and he wished for their happiness.

Some people say that such young Kamikaze soldiers were just forced to join the troop. But the fact is that most of them voluntarily joined in order to do something for someone. Now, please don’t take me wrong. I never mean to justify the KAMIKAZE tactics or any wars at all. I just want you to know the fact that, during the war, there were many young people who tried to protect their family, friends, wives and the country by voluntarily sacrificing themselves. We must not forget there are many war victims all over the world. They are all sacrifices, too. We must not forget our daily lives are based on these precious lost lives.

To reward such sacrifices, we should keep trying to make progress. We should find the way to establish a peaceful world without wars. These two pledges are the duties for us who live in the 21st century.

Now we are facing the new war. Yes, the war against the earthquake and Tsunami that occurred on March 11th. There are lots of people who suffered from the disaster. And Japan is struggling to get out of this terrible situation. Now, we need to move forward, my friends, and change this stagnant situation. Let’s work for the country Japan and the Japanese people who survived or passed away. Upon revival, we can start our progress again and contribute to the world in many ways. Don’t you think we can? Definitely yes! We can. Our ancestors always opened up the way to the future during hard times. Now, it’s our turn.

To conclude my speech, let me introduce a statement by a KAMIKAZE leader.  “Even in peacetime, don’t forget the self-sacrificing KAMIKAZE spirit. And work to maintain peace.” 

 My friends, let’s have confidence and try to make this world better.
Thank you very much for listening.
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